
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 18, 2026 – Ended May 9, 2026

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2025 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2025

Total Carloads 229,592 3.3% 4,067,235 225,958 3.6%

Chemicals 34,279 6.0% 619,387 34,410 3.6%

Coal 54,953 -2.5% 1,038,668 57,704 1.3%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 17,707 7.3% 315,747 17,542 3.0%

Forest Products 8,487 4.2% 145,711 8,095 -2.3%

Grain 24,113 16.7% 442,333 24,574 14.8%

Metallic Ores and Metals 20,487 10.6% 349,550 19,419 3.6%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 17,076 0.7% 279,404 15,522 0.4%

Nonmetallic Minerals 32,600 -0.2% 519,231 28,846 2.6%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 11,434 10.6% 196,463 10,915 8.7%

Other 8,456 -12.7% 160,741 8,930 -0.2%

Total Intermodal Units 284,163 4.0% 4,982,091 276,783 0.6%

Total Traffic 513,755 3.7% 9,049,326 502,740 1.9%

1
Excludes U.S. operations of CPKC, CN and GMXT.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2026 vs 2025
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 18, 2026 – Ended May 9, 2026

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2025 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2025

Total Carloads 92,948 -1.4% 1,653,173 91,843 1.0%

Chemicals 15,187 14.1% 259,238 14,402 5.8%

Coal 7,013 -15.1% 129,394 7,189 -14.3%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 9,691 28.4% 161,912 8,995 20.1%

Forest Products 5,711 -8.2% 105,821 5,879 -7.1%

Grain 12,180 -4.5% 226,702 12,595 10.7%

Metallic Ores and Metals 13,827 -24.1% 288,313 16,017 -4.9%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 6,673 -2.2% 104,625 5,813 -9.6%

Nonmetallic Minerals 9,556 12.6% 137,341 7,630 1.7%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 10,997 5.1% 198,546 11,030 3.8%

Other 2,113 -3.7% 41,281 2,293 -2.3%

Total Intermodal Units 74,677 -6.4% 1,287,604 71,534 -0.8%

Total Traffic 167,625 -3.7% 2,940,777 163,377 0.2%

1
Includes U.S. and Mexico operations of CPKC and CN.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2026 vs 2025
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 18, 2026 – Ended May 9, 2026

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2025 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2025

Total Carloads 13,555 2.8% 245,540 13,641 12.1%

Chemicals 668 -9.6% 14,433 802 18.6%

Coal 0 -100.0% 2 0 -98.7%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 1,932 1.0% 32,441 1,802 5.3%

Forest Products 28 -6.7% 366 20 -5.9%

Grain 1,361 8.4% 27,633 1,535 22.5%

Metallic Ores and Metals 2,461 21.7% 44,814 2,490 5.4%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 2,550 14.4% 40,829 2,268 32.0%

Nonmetallic Minerals 3,480 -7.9% 63,148 3,508 12.4%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 583 -28.3% 12,692 705 1.1%

Other 492 23.9% 9,182 510 -14.2%

Total Intermodal Units 12,576 27.0% 233,047 12,947 20.97%

Total Traffic 26,131 13.2% 478,587 26,588 16.3%

1
Includes U.S. and Mexico operations of GMXT. Excludes Mexico operation of CPKC.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2026 vs 2025
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 18, 2026 – Ended May 9, 2026

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2025 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2025

Total Carloads 336,095 2.0% 5,965,948 331,442 3.2%

Chemicals 50,134 8.1% 893,058 49,614 4.5%

Coal 61,966 -4.1% 1,168,064 64,892 -0.7%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 29,330 13.0% 510,100 28,339 8.0%

Forest Products 14,226 -1.2% 251,898 13,994 -4.4%

Grain 37,654 8.6% 696,668 38,704 13.7%

Metallic Ores and Metals 36,775 -5.1% 682,677 37,927 0.0%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 26,299 1.1% 424,858 23,603 -0.1%

Nonmetallic Minerals 45,636 1.6% 719,720 39,984 3.2%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 23,014 6.4% 407,701 22,650 6.0%

Other 11,061 -9.9% 211,204 11,734 -1.3%

Total Intermodal Units 371,416 2.3% 6,502,742 361,263 0.9%

Total Traffic 707,511 2.1% 12,468,690 692,705 2.0%

1
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2026 vs 2025
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Major Rail Traffic Groups

And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly Railroad Traffic | Copyright AAR, 2026 5 

The rail traffic data herein come from the AAR’s Weekly Railroad Traffic report (WRT). Data in WRT are subject to 
revision for up to a year following initial submission by a reporting railroad. When a railroad is unable to submit its 
traffic figures for the current week, the AAR may repeat figures from a prior period or include an estimate. These 
figures are replaced with carrier-reported data as soon as possible, and future reports reflect these revisions.  WRT 
includes more detailed rail traffic data than is provided herein. Monthly rail traffic data are available in the AAR’s Rail 
Time Indicators report (RTI), which (like WRT) is free to AAR members and is available to others via a one-year 
subscription. WRT and RTI reports can be ordered at www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx. 


