
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 51, 2023 – Ended December 23, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 230,946 23.7% 11,519,813 225,879 0.6%

Chemicals 32,475 14.8% 1,588,913 31,155 -0.7%

Coal 66,730 32.7% 3,364,883 65,978 0.0%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 16,714 15.2% 828,901 16,253 1.3%

Forest Products 8,679 15.1% 415,070 8,139 -5.2%

Grain 21,237 26.7% 966,391 18,949 -10.0%

Metallic Ores and Metals 22,203 20.3% 1,057,017 20,726 4.9%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 16,287 43.5% 767,949 15,058 12.7%

Nonmetallic Minerals 26,843 14.4% 1,607,621 31,522 2.1%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 10,437 21.1% 490,029 9,608 11.0%

Other 9,341 25.2% 433,039 8,491 -2.5%

Total Intermodal Units 255,841 24.7% 12,478,616 244,679 -5.0%

Total Traffic 486,787 24.2% 23,998,429 470,557 -2.4%

1 Excludes U.S. operations of CPKC, CN and GMXT.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 51, 2023 – Ended December 23, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 93,678 23.1% 4,675,112 91,669 3.9%

Chemicals 14,073 28.5% 689,095 13,512 3.3%

Coal 7,338 113.3% 424,066 8,315 6.2%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 7,603 11.2% 369,662 7,248 10.2%

Forest Products 6,668 13.2% 345,041 6,766 -5.4%

Grain 10,650 -7.4% 520,850 10,213 9.8%

Metallic Ores and Metals 20,051 24.1% 961,699 18,857 4.8%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 6,161 17.4% 348,140 6,826 10.7%

Nonmetallic Minerals 6,882 25.9% 386,956 7,587 2.8%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 12,141 39.0% 520,178 10,200 -1.5%

Other 2,111 12.0% 109,425 2,146 -10.8%

Total Intermodal Units 70,358 33.5% 3,493,067 68,492 -10.0%

Total Traffic 164,036 27.3% 8,168,179 160,160 -2.5%

1 Includes U.S. and Mexico operations of CPKC and CN.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 51, 2023 – Ended December 23, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 15,445 -11.0% 831,405 16,302 1.9%

Chemicals 875 14.7% 42,805 839 12.3%

Coal 16 -56.8% 936 18 -64.2%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 1,510 -19.9% 99,038 1,942 -8.8%

Forest Products 38 -24.0% 2,420 47 14.0%

Grain 1,765 -33.7% 103,276 2,025 19.1%

Metallic Ores and Metals 3,043 -18.6% 150,237 2,946 -18.8%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 2,142 -9.8% 139,664 2,739 17.9%

Nonmetallic Minerals 3,909 2.4% 196,343 3,850 -0.5%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 1,061 13.5% 44,611 875 9.6%

Other 1,086 -0.3% 52,075 1,021 42.9%

Total Intermodal Units 11,343 -2.2% 582,224 11,416 2.4%

Total Traffic 26,788 -7.5% 1,413,629 27,718 2.1%

1 Includes U.S. and Mexico operations of GMXT. Excludes Mexico operation of CPKC.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 51, 2023 – Ended December 23, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2022

Total Carloads 340,069 21.4% 17,026,330 333,850 1.6%

Chemicals 47,423 18.5% 2,320,813 45,506 0.7%

Coal 74,084 37.8% 3,789,885 74,311 0.6%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 25,827 11.2% 1,297,601 25,443 2.8%

Forest Products 15,385 14.1% 762,531 14,952 -5.2%

Grain 33,652 8.8% 1,590,517 31,187 -2.7%

Metallic Ores and Metals 45,297 18.1% 2,168,953 42,528 2.8%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 24,590 29.6% 1,255,753 24,623 12.7%

Nonmetallic Minerals 37,634 14.9% 2,190,920 42,959 2.0%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 23,639 29.2% 1,054,818 20,683 4.4%

Other 12,538 20.1% 594,539 11,658 -1.5%

Total Intermodal Units 337,542 25.3% 16,553,907 324,586 -5.9%

Total Traffic 677,611 23.3% 33,580,237 658,436 -2.2%

1 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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Major Rail Traffic Groups
And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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