
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 50, 2023 – Ended December 16, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 234,449 6.5% 11,288,867 225,777 0.3%

Chemicals 32,483 7.8% 1,556,438 31,129 -1.0%

Coal 65,450 6.3% 3,298,153 65,963 -0.5%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 16,548 0.8% 812,187 16,244 1.0%

Forest Products 8,259 3.3% 406,391 8,128 -5.6%

Grain 24,275 12.0% 945,154 18,903 -10.6%

Metallic Ores and Metals 21,247 3.3% 1,034,814 20,696 4.6%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 16,795 10.2% 751,662 15,033 12.2%

Nonmetallic Minerals 29,145 0.6% 1,580,778 31,616 2.0%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 10,798 16.0% 479,592 9,592 10.8%

Other 9,449 14.1% 423,698 8,474 -3.0%

Total Intermodal Units 268,134 8.6% 12,222,775 244,456 -5.5%

Total Traffic 502,583 7.6% 23,511,642 470,233 -2.8%

1 Excludes U.S. operations of CPKC, CN and GMXT.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 50, 2023 – Ended December 16, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 97,399 4.3% 4,581,434 91,629 3.6%

Chemicals 14,875 13.4% 675,022 13,500 2.9%

Coal 7,768 -6.7% 416,728 8,335 5.3%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 7,324 -17.2% 362,059 7,241 10.2%

Forest Products 6,751 0.5% 338,373 6,767 -5.7%

Grain 11,891 -4.9% 510,200 10,204 10.2%

Metallic Ores and Metals 20,236 16.0% 941,648 18,833 4.4%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 6,967 12.0% 341,979 6,840 10.6%

Nonmetallic Minerals 7,300 3.4% 380,074 7,601 2.4%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 11,990 11.8% 508,037 10,161 -2.2%

Other 2,297 -6.4% 107,314 2,146 -11.2%

Total Intermodal Units 72,910 2.4% 3,422,709 68,454 -10.6%

Total Traffic 170,309 3.5% 8,004,143 160,083 -3.0%

1 Includes U.S. and Mexico operations of CPKC and CN.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 50, 2023 – Ended December 16, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 16,012 -13.5% 815,960 16,319 2.2%

Chemicals 857 -17.7% 41,930 839 12.2%

Coal 19 11.8% 920 18 -64.3%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 1,944 0.4% 97,528 1,951 -8.6%

Forest Products 37 -22.9% 2,382 48 15.0%

Grain 1,755 -30.9% 101,511 2,030 20.8%

Metallic Ores and Metals 2,739 -32.4% 147,194 2,944 -18.8%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 2,745 33.1% 137,522 2,750 18.5%

Nonmetallic Minerals 4,051 -5.9% 192,434 3,849 -0.5%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 849 -33.2% 43,550 871 9.5%

Other 1,016 -17.8% 50,989 1,020 44.3%

Total Intermodal Units 11,441 -7.3% 570,881 11,418 2.5%

Total Traffic 27,453 -11.0% 1,386,841 27,737 2.3%

1 Includes U.S. and Mexico operations of GMXT. Excludes Mexico operation of CPKC.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 50, 2023 – Ended December 16, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2022

Total Carloads 347,860 4.7% 16,686,261 333,725 1.2%

Chemicals 48,215 8.8% 2,273,390 45,468 0.4%

Coal 73,237 4.7% 3,715,801 74,316 0.1%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 25,816 -5.1% 1,271,774 25,435 2.6%

Forest Products 15,047 1.9% 747,146 14,943 -5.6%

Grain 37,921 3.3% 1,556,865 31,137 -3.0%

Metallic Ores and Metals 44,222 5.1% 2,123,656 42,473 2.5%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 26,507 12.7% 1,231,163 24,623 12.4%

Nonmetallic Minerals 40,496 0.4% 2,153,286 43,066 1.8%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 23,637 10.9% 1,031,179 20,624 3.9%

Other 12,762 6.6% 582,001 11,640 -1.9%

Total Intermodal Units 352,485 6.7% 16,216,365 324,327 -6.4%

Total Traffic 700,345 5.7% 32,902,626 658,053 -2.7%

1 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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Major Rail Traffic Groups

And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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