
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 39, 2023 – Ended September 30, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 235,988 3.7% 8,774,830 224,996 0.3%

Chemicals 31,750 7.3% 1,215,546 31,168 -2.6%

Coal 68,365 0.7% 2,571,307 65,931 -0.1%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 16,533 5.6% 628,650 16,119 1.1%

Forest Products 8,395 0.4% 317,368 8,138 -7.0%

Grain 18,501 -11.6% 701,385 17,984 -12.7%

Metallic Ores and Metals 23,142 13.1% 811,804 20,815 5.1%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 15,973 9.6% 581,139 14,901 13.7%

Nonmetallic Minerals 33,808 2.9% 1,245,398 31,933 3.4%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 10,169 9.9% 368,253 9,442 10.5%

Other 9,352 17.0% 333,980 8,564 -1.5%

Total Intermodal Units 264,166 2.0% 9,329,334 239,214 -8.2%

Total Traffic 500,154 2.8% 18,104,164 464,209 -4.3%

1 Excludes U.S. operations of CPKC, CN and GMXT.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 39, 2023 – Ended September 30, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 97,896 2.1% 3,525,023 90,385 4.1%

Chemicals 13,172 -3.9% 519,696 13,326 0.4%

Coal 8,941 54.1% 325,465 8,345 3.5%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 8,614 -9.7% 279,714 7,172 21.2%

Forest Products 6,655 -9.5% 265,515 6,808 -5.5%

Grain 12,837 2.3% 375,580 9,630 18.7%

Metallic Ores and Metals 19,947 0.7% 730,291 18,725 4.3%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 6,908 3.6% 261,734 6,711 9.5%

Nonmetallic Minerals 8,388 7.3% 296,345 7,599 2.7%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 10,036 -2.6% 387,565 9,938 -4.6%

Other 2,398 0.7% 83,118 2,131 -10.1%

Total Intermodal Units 70,662 -13.6% 2,650,220 67,954 -11.9%

Total Traffic 168,558 -5.2% 6,175,243 158,340 -3.4%

1 Includes U.S. and Mexico operations of CPKC and CN.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022

Canada
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 39, 2023 – Ended September 30, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2022

Total Carloads 16,599 12.2% 647,901 16,613 4.7%

Chemicals 882 -3.2% 33,687 864 20.7%

Coal 29 -27.5% 742 19 -66.9%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 1,764 -23.0% 78,460 2,012 -7.7%

Forest Products 46 21.1% 1,847 47 41.6%

Grain 1,614 -19.2% 82,185 2,107 30.3%

Metallic Ores and Metals 3,008 -4.4% 117,629 3,016 -19.6%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 3,037 27.9% 108,000 2,769 21.3%

Nonmetallic Minerals 4,220 61.2% 150,044 3,847 -1.6%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 1,047 8.0% 34,210 877 19.8%

Other 952 131.1% 41,097 1,054 81.4%

Total Intermodal Units 11,943 7.4% 433,697 11,120 0.5%

Total Traffic 28,542 10.1% 1,081,598 27,733 3.0%

1 Includes U.S. and Mexico operations of GMXT. Excludes Mexico operation of CPKC.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 39, 2023 – Ended September 30, 2023

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2022 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2022

Total Carloads 350,483 3.6% 12,947,754 331,994 1.5%

Chemicals 45,804 3.6% 1,768,929 45,357 -1.3%

Coal 77,335 4.9% 2,897,514 74,295 0.2%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 26,911 -2.1% 986,824 25,303 5.3%

Forest Products 15,096 -4.2% 584,730 14,993 -6.2%

Grain 32,952 -7.1% 1,159,150 29,722 -2.0%

Metallic Ores and Metals 46,097 6.2% 1,659,724 42,557 2.5%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 25,918 9.8% 950,873 24,381 13.3%

Nonmetallic Minerals 46,416 7.2% 1,691,787 43,379 2.8%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 21,252 3.5% 790,028 20,257 2.9%

Other 12,702 17.8% 458,195 11,749 0.9%

Total Intermodal Units 346,771 -1.5% 12,413,251 318,288 -8.7%

Total Traffic 697,254 1.0% 25,361,005 650,282 -3.8%

1 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2023 vs 2022
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Major Rail Traffic Groups

And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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