
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 52, 2021 – Ended January 1, 2022

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 205,836 1.7% 12,010,274 230,967 6.6%

Chemicals 32,374 2.6% 1,694,162 32,580 5.6%

Coal 59,264 7.7% 3,327,782 63,996 10.9%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 15,013 1.0% 823,810 15,843 2.5%

Forest Products 9,329 2.6% 519,141 9,983 7.5%

Grain 19,698 -20.5% 1,207,551 23,222 3.2%

Metallic Ores and Metals 21,841 6.7% 1,163,885 22,382 22.5%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 8,978 4.1% 666,760 12,822 -0.5%

Nonmetallic Minerals 23,060 16.8% 1,559,956 29,999 2.4%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 9,006 -12.2% 541,676 10,417 -4.5%

Other 7,273 -7.9% 505,551 9,722 2.3%

Total Intermodal Units 189,535 -13.7% 14,142,442 271,970 4.9%

Total Traffic 395,371 -6.3% 26,152,716 502,937 5.7%

1
Excludes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific, CN and GMXT.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 52, 2021 – Ended January 1, 2022

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 57,153 -23.2% 3,957,952 76,114 0.0%

Chemicals 10,701 -9.9% 623,991 12,000 1.0%

Coal 3,807 -41.3% 370,243 7,120 8.3%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 4,478 -47.5% 359,276 6,909 -16.4%

Forest Products 4,388 -25.3% 327,619 6,300 0.1%

Grain 5,364 -47.3% 452,806 8,708 -8.2%

Metallic Ores and Metals 14,022 -3.5% 799,588 15,377 5.6%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 2,459 -3.1% 209,313 4,025 -2.1%

Nonmetallic Minerals 4,137 -10.6% 303,958 5,845 11.5%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 6,851 -16.8% 430,489 8,279 5.4%

Other 946 -38.3% 80,669 1,551 -17.1%

Total Intermodal Units 47,709 -18.0% 3,598,325 69,199 1.3%

Total Traffic 104,862 -20.9% 7,556,277 145,313 0.6%

1
Includes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific and CN.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

Canada
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 52, 2021 – Ended January 1, 2022

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 16,422 30.4% 1,067,142 20,522 7.4%

Chemicals 1,040 51.4% 47,138 907 -3.1%

Coal 130 2066.7% 3,681 71 477.9%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 1,327 -2.6% 116,614 2,243 1.2%

Forest Products 40 110.5% 1,103 21 12.9%

Grain 1,553 41.3% 105,364 2,026 -8.3%

Metallic Ores and Metals 4,395 35.1% 260,802 5,015 14.5%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 2,733 41.0% 196,281 3,775 4.1%

Nonmetallic Minerals 3,414 22.1% 235,266 4,524 8.4%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 1,138 5.3% 62,120 1,195 38.1%

Other 652 85.2% 38,773 746 10.3%

Total Intermodal Units 10,944 20.4% 809,087 15,559 1.2%

Total Traffic 27,366 26.2% 1,876,229 36,081 4.7%

1
Includes U.S. operations of GMXT.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 52, 2021 – Ended January 1, 2022

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2020

Total Carloads 279,411 -3.4% 17,035,368 327,603 5.0%

Chemicals 44,115 0.0% 2,365,291 45,486 4.2%

Coal 63,201 2.8% 3,701,706 71,187 10.7%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 20,818 -15.9% 1,299,700 24,994 -3.7%

Forest Products 13,757 -8.2% 847,863 16,305 4.5%

Grain 26,615 -26.2% 1,765,721 33,956 -0.7%

Metallic Ores and Metals 40,258 5.2% 2,224,275 42,775 14.9%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 14,170 8.2% 1,072,354 20,622 0.0%

Nonmetallic Minerals 30,611 12.7% 2,099,180 40,369 4.3%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 16,995 -13.2% 1,034,285 19,890 1.4%

Other 8,871 -9.4% 624,993 12,019 -0.3%

Total Intermodal Units 248,188 -13.5% 18,549,854 356,728 4.0%

Total Traffic 527,599 -8.4% 35,585,222 684,331 4.5%

1
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Major Rail Traffic Groups

And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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