
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 46, 2021 – Ended November 20, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 237,244 1.6% 10,665,348 231,855 7.1%

Chemicals 34,174 4.4% 1,493,251 32,462 5.6%

Coal 64,719 2.8% 2,944,689 64,015 11.4%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 17,118 1.3% 728,490 15,837 2.3%

Forest Products 9,897 4.2% 461,384 10,030 8.0%

Grain 24,494 -2.8% 1,067,783 23,213 5.1%

Metallic Ores and Metals 21,524 9.3% 1,040,089 22,611 25.3%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 14,690 -5.7% 596,039 12,957 1.1%

Nonmetallic Minerals 31,136 4.1% 1,396,668 30,362 1.1%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 10,428 -4.4% 482,833 10,496 -3.9%

Other 9,064 -10.0% 454,122 9,872 2.9%

Total Intermodal Units 271,065 -10.0% 12,695,960 275,999 6.7%

Total Traffic 508,309 -4.9% 23,361,308 507,855 6.9%

1
Excludes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific, CN and GMXT.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 46, 2021 – Ended November 20, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 73,037 -12.0% 3,544,714 77,059 1.9%

Chemicals 11,734 5.1% 554,496 12,054 1.9%

Coal 4,629 -41.8% 338,540 7,360 13.7%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 6,558 -21.3% 326,381 7,095 -14.3%

Forest Products 6,157 -2.3% 294,244 6,397 1.7%

Grain 8,250 -29.2% 407,809 8,865 -4.2%

Metallic Ores and Metals 16,268 5.1% 711,814 15,474 6.6%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 4,202 -19.3% 186,759 4,060 -0.1%

Nonmetallic Minerals 5,538 -2.9% 272,637 5,927 12.2%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 8,085 -10.8% 380,130 8,264 7.0%

Other 1,616 -22.8% 71,904 1,563 -16.7%

Total Intermodal Units 52,947 -32.7% 3,259,557 70,860 3.8%

Total Traffic 125,984 -22.1% 6,804,271 147,919 2.8%

1
Includes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific and CN.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

Canada
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 46, 2021 – Ended November 20, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 19,117 -7.2% 944,765 20,538 6.7%

Chemicals 944 -7.1% 41,646 905 -4.7%

Coal 79 393.8% 3,288 71 469.8%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 1,797 -19.9% 103,783 2,256 0.1%

Forest Products 30 150.0% 944 21 5.5%

Grain 1,845 -11.1% 93,958 2,043 -8.9%

Metallic Ores and Metals 4,627 1.0% 229,503 4,989 13.0%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 3,408 -28.8% 173,242 3,766 5.3%

Nonmetallic Minerals 4,350 -4.1% 210,024 4,566 8.2%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 1,298 91.2% 54,866 1,193 38.6%

Other 739 12.1% 33,511 729 4.2%

Total Intermodal Units 14,368 -0.6% 723,275 15,723 0.1%

Total Traffic 33,485 -4.5% 1,668,040 36,262 3.8%

1
Includes U.S. operations of GMXT.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

Mexico
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 46, 2021 – Ended November 20, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2020

Total Carloads 329,398 -2.3% 15,154,827 329,453 5.8%

Chemicals 46,852 4.3% 2,089,393 45,422 4.4%

Coal 69,427 -2.1% 3,286,517 71,446 11.7%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 25,473 -7.3% 1,158,654 25,188 -3.2%

Forest Products 16,084 1.7% 756,572 16,447 5.4%

Grain 34,589 -11.2% 1,569,550 34,121 1.6%

Metallic Ores and Metals 42,419 6.7% 1,981,406 43,074 16.5%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 22,300 -12.8% 956,040 20,783 1.6%

Nonmetallic Minerals 41,024 2.2% 1,879,329 40,855 3.3%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 19,811 -4.0% 917,829 19,953 2.3%

Other 11,419 -11.0% 559,537 12,164 -0.1%

Total Intermodal Units 338,380 -14.2% 16,678,792 362,582 5.8%

Total Traffic 667,778 -8.7% 31,833,619 692,035 5.8%

1
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

North America

Weekly Railroad Traffic | Copyright AAR, 2021 4 

-2.3%

4.3%

-2.1%

-7.3%

1.7%

-11.2%

6.7%

-12.8%

2.2%

-4.0%

-11.0%

-14.2%

-8.7%

-30% -20% -10% 0% 10% 20% 30%

Total Carloads

Chemicals

Coal

Farm Products and Food

Forest Products

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Petroleum and Products

Other

Total Intermodal

Total Traffic

This Week

Year-To-Date



Major Rail Traffic Groups
And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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