
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 42, 2021 – Ended October 23, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 239,195 5.1% 9,718,385 231,390 7.5%

Chemicals 31,454 1.7% 1,358,441 32,344 5.6%

Coal 65,712 14.2% 2,679,182 63,790 11.5%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 17,394 4.4% 660,825 15,734 2.3%

Forest Products 10,162 7.1% 422,350 10,056 8.4%

Grain 25,857 -0.5% 967,856 23,044 6.7%

Metallic Ores and Metals 23,192 12.3% 953,231 22,696 26.6%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 13,403 -13.3% 544,016 12,953 3.0%

Nonmetallic Minerals 31,441 1.1% 1,273,162 30,313 0.8%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 9,544 -6.1% 442,701 10,541 -3.8%

Other 11,036 16.2% 416,621 9,920 3.9%

Total Intermodal Units 271,567 -8.0% 11,617,749 276,613 8.5%

Total Traffic 510,762 -2.3% 21,336,134 508,003 8.0%

1
Excludes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific, CN and GMXT.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 42, 2021 – Ended October 23, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 78,908 -2.0% 3,235,078 77,026 2.4%

Chemicals 11,401 8.6% 506,657 12,063 1.4%

Coal 7,326 1.7% 310,832 7,401 15.9%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 7,073 -18.5% 298,435 7,106 -13.8%

Forest Products 6,449 4.0% 268,704 6,398 1.9%

Grain 9,298 -25.6% 371,126 8,836 -1.9%

Metallic Ores and Metals 16,003 0.5% 648,404 15,438 5.8%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 4,077 -16.8% 170,594 4,062 2.3%

Nonmetallic Minerals 6,878 36.8% 249,552 5,942 12.1%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 8,736 17.5% 345,835 8,234 7.3%

Other 1,667 -21.3% 64,939 1,546 -16.9%

Total Intermodal Units 70,889 -11.1% 2,993,158 71,266 6.0%

Total Traffic 149,797 -6.5% 6,228,236 148,291 4.1%

1
Includes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific and CN.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

Canada
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 42, 2021 – Ended October 23, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 19,781 -10.2% 856,922 20,403 6.8%

Chemicals 954 -5.4% 37,453 892 -5.1%

Coal 25 108.3% 2,818 67 438.8%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 2,248 -32.4% 93,891 2,236 -0.4%

Forest Products 29 70.6% 779 19 -9.3%

Grain 1,655 -3.0% 86,358 2,056 -8.5%

Metallic Ores and Metals 4,530 -8.9% 208,505 4,964 12.9%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 4,171 -15.4% 156,793 3,733 7.4%

Nonmetallic Minerals 4,336 -7.1% 190,879 4,545 8.6%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 977 28.9% 49,585 1,181 35.5%

Other 856 39.2% 29,861 711 0.1%

Total Intermodal Units 15,645 -1.3% 659,429 15,701 -0.3%

Total Traffic 35,426 -6.4% 1,516,351 36,104 3.6%

1
Includes U.S. operations of GMXT.

2
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

Mexico
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 42, 2021 – Ended October 23, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2020

Total Carloads 337,884 2.4% 13,810,385 328,819 6.3%

Chemicals 43,809 3.2% 1,902,551 45,299 4.2%

Coal 73,063 12.8% 2,992,832 71,258 12.0%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 26,715 -6.8% 1,053,151 25,075 -3.0%

Forest Products 16,640 6.0% 691,833 16,472 5.7%

Grain 36,810 -8.4% 1,425,340 33,937 3.3%

Metallic Ores and Metals 43,725 5.2% 1,810,140 43,099 16.7%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 21,651 -14.4% 871,403 20,748 3.6%

Nonmetallic Minerals 42,655 4.5% 1,713,593 40,800 3.1%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 19,257 4.9% 838,121 19,955 2.3%

Other 13,559 10.8% 511,421 12,177 0.4%

Total Intermodal Units 358,101 -8.3% 15,270,336 363,579 7.6%

Total Traffic 695,985 -3.4% 29,080,721 692,398 6.9%

1
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Major Rail Traffic Groups

And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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