
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 41, 2021 – Ended October 16, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 229,730 1.2% 9,479,190 231,200 7.6%

Chemicals 32,721 10.1% 1,326,987 32,366 5.7%

Coal 57,772 -4.1% 2,613,470 63,743 11.5%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 17,142 5.1% 643,431 15,693 2.3%

Forest Products 9,886 6.0% 412,188 10,053 8.4%

Grain 25,133 -1.6% 941,999 22,976 6.9%

Metallic Ores and Metals 21,990 18.7% 930,039 22,684 27.0%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 13,374 -14.5% 530,613 12,942 3.5%

Nonmetallic Minerals 32,210 3.7% 1,241,721 30,286 0.8%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 9,901 -3.6% 433,157 10,565 -3.7%

Other 9,601 -7.7% 405,585 9,892 3.6%

Total Intermodal Units 267,253 -8.5% 11,346,182 276,736 8.9%

Total Traffic 496,983 -4.2% 20,825,372 507,936 8.3%

1 Excludes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific, CN and GMXT.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 41, 2021 – Ended October 16, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 79,042 -1.7% 3,156,170 76,980 2.5%

Chemicals 11,712 -5.7% 495,256 12,079 1.3%

Coal 8,331 35.8% 303,506 7,403 16.3%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 7,655 -15.2% 291,362 7,106 -13.6%

Forest Products 6,052 -4.8% 262,255 6,396 1.8%

Grain 9,600 -18.5% 361,828 8,825 -1.1%

Metallic Ores and Metals 15,888 -2.0% 632,401 15,424 5.9%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 3,404 -23.6% 166,517 4,061 2.9%

Nonmetallic Minerals 6,535 28.3% 242,674 5,919 11.5%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 8,591 18.2% 337,099 8,222 7.0%

Other 1,274 -22.3% 63,272 1,543 -16.8%

Total Intermodal Units 66,873 -14.3% 2,922,269 71,275 6.5%

Total Traffic 145,915 -7.9% 6,078,439 148,255 4.4%

1 Includes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific and CN.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

Canada
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 41, 2021 – Ended October 16, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 20,112 -5.8% 837,141 20,418 7.3%

Chemicals 957 -12.0% 36,499 890 -5.1%

Coal 90 1025.0% 2,793 68 446.6%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 2,237 -20.2% 91,643 2,235 0.8%

Forest Products 21 31.3% 750 18 -10.9%

Grain 1,508 -13.2% 84,703 2,066 -8.6%

Metallic Ores and Metals 5,286 6.8% 203,975 4,975 13.5%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 3,682 -24.7% 152,622 3,722 8.2%

Nonmetallic Minerals 4,562 -1.3% 186,543 4,550 9.0%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 1,006 73.1% 48,608 1,186 35.6%

Other 763 15.4% 29,005 707 -0.7%

Total Intermodal Units 15,889 -3.3% 643,784 15,702 -0.3%

Total Traffic 36,001 -4.7% 1,480,925 36,120 3.8%

1 Includes U.S. operations of GMXT.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

Mexico
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 41, 2021 – Ended October 16, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2020

Total Carloads 328,884 0.0% 13,472,501 328,598 6.4%

Chemicals 45,390 5.0% 1,858,742 45,335 4.3%

Coal 66,193 -0.3% 2,919,769 71,214 12.0%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 27,034 -3.9% 1,026,436 25,035 -2.9%

Forest Products 15,959 1.6% 675,193 16,468 5.7%

Grain 36,241 -7.2% 1,388,530 33,867 3.6%

Metallic Ores and Metals 43,164 8.8% 1,766,415 43,083 17.1%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 20,460 -18.1% 849,752 20,726 4.2%

Nonmetallic Minerals 43,307 6.2% 1,670,938 40,755 3.1%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 19,498 7.6% 818,864 19,972 2.3%

Other 11,638 -8.4% 497,862 12,143 0.2%

Total Intermodal Units 350,015 -9.4% 14,912,235 363,713 8.0%

Total Traffic 678,899 -5.1% 28,384,736 692,311 7.2%

1 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Major Rail Traffic Groups
And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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