
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 19, 2021 – Ended May 15, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 242,806 31.6% 4,341,762 228,514 5.2%

Chemicals 33,694 18.7% 612,517 32,238 2.1%

Coal 68,327 48.7% 1,157,916 60,943 4.5%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 15,261 9.0% 303,304 15,963 4.6%

Forest Products 10,218 14.7% 189,727 9,986 5.3%

Grain 25,473 23.0% 483,968 25,472 23.6%

Metallic Ores and Metals 23,686 68.1% 414,310 21,806 13.3%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 12,466 334.7% 257,058 13,529 24.7%

Nonmetallic Minerals 31,776 2.3% 530,928 27,944 -7.7%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 11,230 14.5% 207,735 10,933 -8.0%

Other 10,675 21.9% 184,299 9,700 0.0%

Total Intermodal Units 291,066 25.6% 5,371,854 282,729 18.5%

Total Traffic 533,872 28.3% 9,713,616 511,243 12.1%

1
Excludes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific, CN and GMXT.

2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 19, 2021 – Ended May 15, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 78,290 21.6% 1,502,680 79,088 3.6%

Chemicals 13,836 13.4% 236,602 12,453 2.1%

Coal 8,109 33.5% 134,386 7,073 6.2%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 5,948 -22.7% 147,660 7,772 -2.9%

Forest Products 6,666 8.0% 124,912 6,574 3.2%

Grain 10,066 17.8% 198,261 10,435 28.0%

Metallic Ores and Metals 14,618 20.4% 283,174 14,904 -0.8%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 4,126 894.2% 85,628 4,507 35.3%

Nonmetallic Minerals 5,859 50.3% 105,365 5,546 3.0%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 7,365 34.3% 158,243 8,329 -11.2%

Other 1,697 -2.5% 28,449 1,497 -18.1%

Total Intermodal Units 77,499 15.9% 1,381,050 72,687 13.2%

Total Traffic 155,789 18.7% 2,883,730 151,775 8.0%

1
Includes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific and CN.

2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 19, 2021 – Ended May 15, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 20,431 28.4% 385,953 20,313 8.4%

Chemicals 698 -22.4% 16,747 881 -7.2%

Coal 35 1650.0% 1,024 54 211.2%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 2,595 59.4% 41,369 2,177 7.2%

Forest Products 22 -33.3% 314 17 -39.0%

Grain 1,651 -39.1% 35,674 1,878 -15.9%

Metallic Ores and Metals 5,155 25.3% 94,274 4,962 7.6%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 3,445 1713.2% 75,087 3,952 31.2%

Nonmetallic Minerals 4,682 5.3% 87,639 4,613 10.4%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 1,463 38.3% 22,809 1,200 34.6%

Other 685 -17.0% 11,016 580 -27.1%

Total Intermodal Units 16,205 7.9% 307,559 16,187 2.8%

Total Traffic 36,636 18.5% 693,512 36,501 5.8%

1
Includes U.S. operations of GMXT.

2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 19, 2021 – Ended May 15, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2020

Total Carloads 341,527 29.0% 6,230,395 327,916 5.0%

Chemicals 48,228 16.3% 865,866 45,572 1.9%

Coal 76,471 47.0% 1,293,326 68,070 4.7%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 23,804 2.1% 492,333 25,912 2.4%

Forest Products 16,906 11.8% 314,953 16,576 4.4%

Grain 37,190 16.3% 717,903 37,784 21.9%

Metallic Ores and Metals 43,459 43.2% 791,758 41,671 7.2%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 20,037 476.9% 417,773 21,988 27.9%

Nonmetallic Minerals 42,317 7.4% 723,932 38,102 -4.4%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 20,058 22.7% 388,787 20,462 -7.7%

Other 13,057 15.3% 223,764 11,777 -4.4%

Total Intermodal Units 384,770 22.7% 7,060,463 371,603 16.6%

Total Traffic 726,297 25.6% 13,290,858 699,519 10.9%

1
Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Major Rail Traffic Groups
And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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