
U.S. Rail Traffic
1

Week 2, 2021 – Ended January 16, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 232,550 -2.0% 467,954 233,977 -1.8%

Chemicals 33,940 4.4% 70,135 35,068 5.9%

Coal 57,665 -17.9% 118,445 59,223 -16.1%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 16,818 10.7% 33,708 16,854 7.8%

Forest Products 10,100 3.6% 20,151 10,076 1.1%

Grain 27,613 42.6% 55,263 27,632 46.9%

Metallic Ores and Metals 23,325 7.9% 46,925 23,463 9.9%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 15,315 -2.1% 28,866 14,433 -2.3%

Nonmetallic Minerals 25,582 -14.7% 50,977 25,489 -15.1%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 12,437 -2.3% 23,604 11,802 -12.7%

Other 9,755 -4.0% 19,880 9,940 -4.6%

Total Intermodal Units 295,997 12.8% 585,846 292,923 11.6%

Total Traffic 528,547 5.8% 1,053,800 526,900 5.2%

1 Excludes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific, CN and GMXT.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Canadian Rail Traffic
1

Week 2, 2021 – Ended January 16, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 86,133 23.9% 163,598 81,799 9.3%

Chemicals 12,665 22.8% 24,219 12,110 11.1%

Coal 7,873 97.8% 15,101 7,551 32.4%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 7,487 4.3% 16,191 8,096 15.2%

Forest Products 6,957 21.4% 13,440 6,720 9.2%

Grain 10,997 96.4% 20,357 10,179 48.0%

Metallic Ores and Metals 18,872 25.3% 31,651 15,826 8.8%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 4,715 1.0% 9,443 4,722 2.4%

Nonmetallic Minerals 5,566 7.1% 10,962 5,481 -0.1%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 9,407 -5.6% 19,082 9,541 -16.1%

Other 1,594 -13.5% 3,152 1,576 -26.8%

Total Intermodal Units 74,486 21.3% 148,419 74,210 13.5%

Total Traffic 160,619 22.7% 312,017 156,009 11.3%

1 Includes U.S. operations of Canadian Pacific and CN.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020

Canada
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Mexican Rail Traffic
1

Week 2, 2021 – Ended January 16, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
2 vs 2020

Total Carloads 21,749 8.4% 39,400 19,700 -1.1%

Chemicals 1,055 7.0% 1,865 933 -1.5%

Coal 9 -40.0% 24 12 -20.0%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 2,311 13.1% 4,231 2,116 6.0%

Forest Products 27 -50.0% 39 20 -53.0%

Grain 2,299 8.0% 4,299 2,150 2.3%

Metallic Ores and Metals 5,883 23.8% 10,289 5,145 4.4%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 3,927 0.0% 6,960 3,480 -12.0%

Nonmetallic Minerals 4,558 8.1% 8,488 4,244 1.8%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 1,099 3.2% 2,142 1,071 14.1%

Other 581 -33.6% 1,063 532 -35.4%

Total Intermodal Units 15,518 -14.4% 30,592 15,296 -15.0%

Total Traffic 37,267 -2.4% 69,992 34,996 -7.7%

1 Includes U.S. operations of GMXT.
2 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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North American Rail Traffic
Week 2, 2021 – Ended January 16, 2021

This Week Year-To-Date

Cars vs 2020 Cumulative Avg/wk
1 vs 2020

Total Carloads 340,432 4.2% 670,952 335,476 0.8%

Chemicals 47,660 8.8% 96,219 48,110 7.0%

Coal 65,547 -11.7% 133,570 66,785 -12.5%

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food 26,616 9.0% 54,130 27,065 9.8%

Forest Products 17,084 9.9% 33,630 16,815 4.1%

Grain 40,909 51.0% 79,919 39,960 43.8%

Metallic Ores and Metals 48,080 16.1% 88,865 44,433 8.9%

Motor Vehicles and Parts 23,957 -1.2% 45,269 22,635 -3.0%

Nonmetallic Minerals 35,706 -9.4% 70,427 35,214 -11.2%

Petroleum and Petroleum Products 22,943 -3.4% 44,828 22,414 -13.2%

Other 11,930 -7.3% 24,095 12,048 -10.1%

Total Intermodal Units 386,001 12.9% 764,857 382,429 10.6%

Total Traffic 726,433 8.6% 1,435,809 717,905 5.8%

1 Average per week figures may not sum to totals as a result of independent rounding.

Trends, 2021 vs 2020
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Major Rail Traffic Groups
And the Associated Weekly Railroad Traffic  Commodity Categories

Chemicals

Chemicals

Coal

Coal

Farm Products excl. Grain, and Food

Farm products excl. grain

Grain mill products

Food products

Forest Products

Primary forest products

Lumber & wood products

Pulp & paper products

Grain

Grain

Metallic Ores and Metals

Metallic ores

Coke

Primary metal products

Iron & steel scrap

Motor Vehicles and Parts

Motor vehicles & parts

Nonmetallic Minerals

Crushed stone, sand & gravel

Nonmetallic minerals

Stone, clay & glass products

Petroleum and Petroleum Products

Petroleum and petroleum products

Other

Waste & nonferrous scrap

All other carloads

Intermodal Units

Containers

Trailers

Weekly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in the AAR's Weekly Railroad Traffic  report.

Monthly traffic data for the detailed commodity groups are available in our Rail Time Indicators  report, which

costs $150 for 12 monthly issues. RTI can also be purchased with a spreadsheet containing monthly traffic data
by country and commodity for $1,200. Weekly Railroad Traffic  and Rail Time Indicators  may be ordered at 

www.aar.org/Pages/AllProducts.aspx.
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